
E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O NE U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Fostering innovation through EIP-AGRI and 
Operational Group projects

Margarida Ambar 
EU CAP Network - Support Facility for 
Innovation & Knowledge exchange | EIP-AGRI

“Healthy Soil as the Foundation of Change – International Conference on 
Regenerative Agriculture and Agroforestry”

Nitra, Slovakia
29 October 2025



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Structure of the presentation

EIP-AGRI and Operational Group projects

EU CAP Network | EIP-AGRI Support Facility and networking 
activities
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EIP-AGRI and Operational 

Group projects
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EIP-AGRI in a nutshell

EIP-AGRI: European Innovation Partnership for Agricultural Productivity and 

Sustainability

Launched by the European Commission in 2012

Aim - stimulate and speed up innovation in agriculture, while making it more 

sustainable and productive (agriculture, forestry and rural areas)

How - closing the innovation gap between research and practice
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EIP-AGRI bridging practice and research

Closing the innovation gap between research and practice by:

using the interactive innovation model in projects (under CAP and Horizon 
programme)

linking actors via the EU CAP Network (previously EIP-AGRI Network)
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EIP-AGRI bridging practice and research
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The interactive innovation model – key principles

Bottom-up approach to innovation
focusing on actual needs from farmers, foresters or rural 

communities that require an innovative solution

Complementary knowledge
bringing together partners with different expertise (multi-

actor approach)

Co-creating and co-deciding
all along the project, from the beginning to the end
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Setting up an EIP-AGRI Operational Group

EIP-AGRI 
Operational 

Groups

Farmers / 
foresters

Advisors

NGOsResearchers

Agri
businesses

Collaboration between 

different types of actors who 

bring the complementary 

knowledge — scientific, 

practical, technological, 

digital and more — needed 

to develop the innovative 

solution the project aims for
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EIP Operational EIP operational groups (OGs) form part of the 
EIP-AGRI Operational Groups (OGs) projects are part of the EIP-
AGRI and so they are based on the interactive innovation model

OGs are focusing on needs from practice and bring together partners with 
complementary knowledge, co-deciding and co-creating all along the project

Innovative solutions that are ready to implement in practice, fostering a quicker 
uptake of solutions by practice

OGs may be based on new practices, but also on traditional practices in a new 
geographical or environmental context

OGs disseminate summaries of plans and results of their projects - in particular 
through national and European CAP Networks

OGs may act at national and at transnational (including cross-border) level 

EIP-AGRI Operational Group projects
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Involvement of farmers, foresters and advisors 
in EIP-AGRI Operational Group projects

As a partner (lead partner or not) – an opportunity to:

Find a solution for challenges or opportunities existing in their (daily) practice, while 
benefiting from CAP funding

Have an active role and a voice as part of the project development

Work side-by-side with researchers and other types of actors / experts

Increase knowledge on technical matters but also on soft skills, among others

Learn about other existing solutions that are complementary / have synergies with their 
own situation

Enlarge their network, get to know / collaborate with relevant stakeholders – become part 
of a national and EU-wide network

Farmers, foresters and advisors can also be involved in other ways: testing / uptaking
project solutions, as part of an advisory / consulting ‘board’, sub-contracted, ambassadors, 
participating in networking activities, etc.
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Source: DG AGRI, 

September 2025

State of play – number of EIP-AGRI Operational 
Group projects per Member State
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This slide contains the following visuals: Keywords (both programming periods). Please refer to the notes on this slide for details

https://app.powerbi.com/groups/me/reports/fd14fcf8-a50b-4c43-af4e-57b09f5df7a4/?pbi_source=PowerPoint
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EU CAP Network | EIP-

AGRI Support facility and 

networking activities
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European CAP Network (EU CAP Network)

Launch event 6 October 2022 in Brussels

EIP-AGRI Network  +  ENRD  =  EU CAP Network

For the networking in the field of agriculture, forestry and 
rural development
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Main focus: foster innovation in agriculture and rural development, support peer-to-peer 

learning and the inclusion and the interaction between all stakeholders in the knowledge-exchange and 
knowledge building process



E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Support Facility Innovation and Knowledge 
exchange | EIP-AGRI: networking activities
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EU CAP Network website

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/index_en


E U  C A P  N E T W O R K  P R E S E N T A T I O N

Access here:

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/search_en

EIP-AGRI project 

database

Search by project

(4760 in total)

4059 EIP-AGRI 

Operational Groups 

(OGs)

23 October 2025

Website – find projects
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4912 PAs EIP-AGRI 

Operational Groups 

(OGs)

23 October 2025

999 PAs from OGs 

text search under “soil” 

EIP-AGRI project 

database

Search by PA 

(13055 in total)

Access here:

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/projects/practice-abstracts/search_en

Website – find practice abstracts (PAs)
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Publications on Innovation – examples
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Translate an EU CAP Network publication 
into your own language

• By requesting the word document and source files to the communication team 
through a dedicated form

• No layout support is offered by the EU CAP Network support units

the EU CAP Network Communication Team 

will get in touch with you!

fill in the online form

In Slovakia, 

IZPI - the 

Agricultural 

Knowledge and 

Innovation 

Institute is 

already doing 

this

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ideas_for_EIPagri_activities
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/EUCAPNetworkPrintPublications
https://izpi.sk/en
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#hashtags

Social media

Social media accounts

Facebook – @EU CAP Network

Twitter - @eucapnetwork

LinkedIn - @EU CAP Network

YouTube - EU CAP Network

Official hashtags

#EUCAPNetwork

#BloomTogether
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Monthly newsletters: 

➢ Innovation & Knowledge Exchange | EIP-AGRI 

➢ EU CAP Network

Subscribe here to our newsletter, newsflashes, 

and press emails to receive our latest updates 

and …

Newsletters

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/newsletters/our-newsletters_en
https://90b87de2.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAOdWe71FM8V5UoSzIzf3wgUiWgm0r-F-cke0Fw57h7HSZalOp19XjReKpQvmijhV87GKruKnTZD01bjeCvQC5Iw3Lh1bOgKhmuxHh4HpQhhIUe-JpK1y0REJOY8fdm4MySTZh54w1AmOSFqhAH6jsNYyfMMFZPlZcab-cMZMrNvv71ndmBPVXtGEZV5p9I14O0D0wCp4rMaQ
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OPEN CALLS TO PARTICIPATE 
IN EIP-AGRI EVENTS

Sign up to the newsflashes to be informed of the call for participation directly 

Sign up here

https://90b87de2.sibforms.com/serve/MUIEAPRoSIlX49kuORwUwx_8s8FZQOcbPXMRjlP6nQDPDhZed00Ia9eCO3jcGyMMaRXr-AX6mqRJK_8Wz2g0kdXCWrjyZbA4JN99p84SNurDPhd8oWh65E8Q0QAgsP-ABsdCc0ZOiFEzkNRlfaTCuGN4asxQFSmNatnY73k546tX0tPGuRhnLIl6AXpfXG46kSQ0aV-Vgu7lmW-t
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Focus Groups

Forestry and forest health: 

new and emerging pests 

and diseases

Innovative and sustainable 

ways to strengthen the role 

of farmers in revitalising the 

European wool value chain

Innovative on-farm energy 

production systems

Other Focus Groups 

Objectives (general):

• Assess the current state of practice related to the topic, outlining 

challenges and opportunities, 

• Take stock of the existing research in this field, identifying possible 

solutions to the challenges outlined, 
• Identify needs from practice for further research,

• Propose ideas for potential EIP-AGRI Operational Groups 

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-forestry-and-forest-health-new-and-emerging-pests-and-diseases_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-and-sustainable-ways-strengthen-role-farmers-revitalising-european-wool_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri/focus-group-innovative-farm-energy-production-systems_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri_en
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/focus-groups-innovation-knowledge-exchange-and-eip-agri_en
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Seminar ‘‘On-farm demonstrations for 
peer-to-peer learning & innovation’

Mestre, Italy | 17-18 June 2025

179 participants from 24 EU Member 
States

Goals of the seminar: to promote the use 
of on-farm demonstrations as an essential 
tool for peer-to-peer learning, to improve 
the setting up and visibility of 
demonstration farms, as well as to foster 
their networks and connections with other 
relevant initiatives

Event webpage here

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-seminar-farm-demonstrations-peer-peer-learning-innovation_en#section--resources
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Brokerage event 'Partnering for innovation 
with impact in agriculture and rural areas'

Prague, Czech Republic | 29 - 30 April 2025

171 participants from 23 EU Member States 
and North Macedonia

Aim: enhance networking and foster 
collaboration in preparing proposals for the 
pre-published Horizon Europe R&I Cluster 6 
Work Programme 2025

Event webpage here

https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en#pre-publication-of-work-programme-2025
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en#pre-publication-of-work-programme-2025
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en#pre-publication-of-work-programme-2025
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/horizon-europe-work-programmes_en#pre-publication-of-work-programme-2025
https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/eu-cap-network-brokerage-event-partnering-innovation-impact-agriculture-and-rural-areas_en
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Cross-visit ‘Honeybees and other pollinators’

Cluj, Romania | 7-8 May 2025

22 participants, representing 9 EIP-AGRI 
Operational Groups from 8 EU Member States

Aim: foster in-depth exchanges of knowledge, 
by connecting EIP-AGRI Operational Groups 
from different Member States that are active in 
the same field of work

Event webpage here

https://eu-cap-network.ec.europa.eu/events/cross-visit-honeybees-and-other-pollinators_en
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Thank you for your 
attention!

innovation-knowledge@eucapnetwork.eu

+32 2 543 72 81

EIP-AGRI Support Facility
Koning Albert II laan 15
1210 Brussel, Belgium

mailto:innovation-knowledge@eucapnetwork.eu
mailto:innovation-knowledge@eucapnetwork.eu
mailto:innovation-knowledge@eucapnetwork.eu
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